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Nation, and to nourish them abroad
through following international law?

It is a critical moment for America,
Mr. Speaker. This Congress must stand
up. We must not just set aside the esca-
lation, we must set aside the occupa-
tion. We must not simply challenge
this President and his buildup to war
in Iran. We must let this President
know that any action he takes against
Iran will have constitutional con-
sequences.

We are at a moment when we need to
defend our Constitution. We need to
stand up for the American way, which
is not the way of war. It is not the way
of aggressive war. It is not the way of

preemption, unilateralism and first
strike.
Mr. Speaker, it is really time for

America to take a new direction in the
world, and that direction is to work
with the nations of the world.

I put forth a 12-point plan for Iraq. It
called for America to announce the end
of the occupation, the closing of the
bases, withdrawal of our troops. But we
cannot do that unless, simultaneously,
we let the nations of the world know
that we are going to take a new direc-
tion in world affairs. We need to ask
the world community to help us, to
mobilize a peacekeeping and security
force that will move in as our troops
move out so that the people of Iraq can
be secure. When we do that we can
build a basis for a reconciliation in
Iraq between the Kurds, the Shiites,
the Sunnis. When we do that we can
have a legitimate program for recon-
struction and reparations for the Iraqi
people. We can help safeguard their oil
wealth for the people of Iraq, not for
private American oil companies.

Iraq should be a turning point for
this Nation. It should be a turning
point away from war as an instrument
of policy. It should be a turning point
where we address the needs of the peo-
ple of the United States, the real
human needs, for health care, edu-
cation and jobs. And that is what my
12-point program leads to.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

CELEBRATING THE BIRTHDAY AND
PUBLIC HOLIDAY FOR MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
am so pleased that I got an oppor-
tunity to listen to the statement from
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
KUCINICH), who just made what I would
consider to be one of the most common

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

sense, passionate and eloquent state-
ments about where America ought to
be and what its position should be vis-
a-vis the rest of the world. And so I
want to thank you so much, Mr.
KucinicH, for having had the oppor-
tunity to just hear the statement that
you have just made.

Mr. Speaker, like many others, I
spent much of the weekend talking
about the contributions of Dr. Martin
Luther King and what he meant to
America. And earlier today, we had a
resolution, bill on the floor, cele-
brating the birthday and public holiday
for Martin Luther King, Jr.

One of the young staffers in Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight had writ-
ten a statement that I was supposed to
have read at that time because I was
supposed to have managed that bill,
but I was not here. But I was so im-
pressed by the statement that this
young person had written that I de-
cided that I would come and share it
with the rest of America anyway.

And so he wrote, Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the Nation celebrated the life of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the
impact he made on our society. His
nonviolent struggle for freedom, dig-
nity and equality of all races broke
down longstanding barriers which de-
nied equal opportunity to all Ameri-
cans. Although we still have a long
march ahead toward Dr. King’s dream
of peace and impartiality, his work in-
spired many to work for a world that
respects and celebrates diversity.

Born January 15, 1929, in Atlanta,
Georgia, Dr. King stood out as a stu-
dent and entered into the Christian
ministry. There he responded to racial
prejudices and injustices that sur-
rounded him when Rosa Parks refused
to relinquish her seat on a Mont-
gomery, Alabama bus. Dr. King was
elected to the Montgomery Improve-
ment Association and led the bus boy-
cott that ensued. Later, King would or-
ganize the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, which provided him a
platform to become a more influential
leader in the civil rights movement.

He continued to advocate civil dis-
obedience, despite the fact that fire
hoses and attack dogs were turned on
him and fellow protesters in Bir-
mingham. He spearheaded the March
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
in 1963. The March on Washington
brought more than 200,000 people to the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial and de-
manded the elimination of racial seg-
regation in public schools, protection
for demonstrators against police bru-
tality and self-government for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. This march also in-
cluded Dr. King’s now famous, ‘‘I Have
a Dream’ speech, which became a pro-
found turning point in the American
conscience.

In 1964, he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize, and continued to lead the
civil rights movement. His interests
broadened from civil rights to include
criticism of the Vietnam war and the
plight of the impoverished.
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His plan for another march to Wash-
ington meant for underprivileged

Americans was cut short when he was
shot and killed on April 4, 1968. As we
commemorate his life and work, we
should apply the lessons he dem-
onstrated in the context of current
world events. His nonviolent approach
to constructive change and his firm
stance of fairness are leadership quali-
ties that Washington and the world
must remember and emulate.

As we face issues of national impor-
tance day in and out in this Chamber,
we must bear in mind the example that
Dr. King set in the hope that one day,
as he said, the leaders of the world will
sit down at the conference table and re-
alize that unless mankind puts an end
to war, war would put an end to all of
us.

I think that is exactly what Mr.
KUCINICH was saying a moment ago.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you again for
the opportunity to have addressed the
House this evening, and I thank my
young colleague for having written
such an eloquent statement.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——
IN REMEMBRANCE OF LIEUTEN-
ANT GENERAL MILTON H.
MEDENBACH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because I wish to honor a proud
American and because it is my sad
duty to announce the loss of Lieuten-
ant General Milton H. Medenbach, su-
perintendent emeritus of Valley Forge
Academy in Wayne, Pennsylvania, who
died this morning, January 16, 2007.

Lieutenant General Medenbach
turned 99 on December 31, 2006, and had
been a member of the Valley Forge
Military Academy & College faculty
and staff since the fall of 1932. General
Medenbach is a 1929 graduate of the
Johns Hopkins University, where he
was commissioned a secretary lieuten-
ant, infantry (TANKS).

He also attended the University of
Marburg in Germany and was a student
of military government at the Univer-
sity of Virginia and Yale University
during his active military service. He
held a doctorate from Gettysburg Col-
lege.

Upon the completion of his fellowship
at the School of Diplomatic Service of
the Austrian Foreign Office in Vienna,
Austria, in 1932, he came home and
joined the Valley Forge faculty as an
instructor in the Foreign Language De-
partment and as a tactical officer in
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the Commandant of Cadets Depart-
ment.

On leave from Valley Forge during
World War II, General Medenbach
served as Secretary of the General staff
of the Army Air Corps Tactical Train-
ing Command and the Air Corps Train-
ing Command and later, in North Afri-
ca, Italy, France, Germany and Austria
as a military government planner and
officer under Field Marshal Alexander
and General Eisenhower.

Following active duty, General
Medenbach returned to Valley Forge
and served in the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard. His many decorations in-
cluded the Legion of Merit, the Euro-
pean Service Ribbon with two battle
stars, the American Defense Ribbon,
the Meritorious Service Unit Award,
and the Pennsylvania State Guard Re-
serve Distinguished Service Ribbon. He
was also listed in Who’s Who in Amer-
ica.

During his Valley Forge service, Gen-
eral Medenbach served in or assisted in
the establishment of practically every
department of the institution as an as-
sociate of the founder, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Milton G. Baker. He held the post
of adjutant and chief of staff, as well as
deputy superintendent, and served for
more than 30 years as the commandant
of cadets.

He became the president on the re-
tirement of General Baker and retired
as superintendent emeritus in 1971.
More recently, he served the school as
volunteer historian and archivist and
as the vice president and secretary of
the Chapel Foundation Board of Direc-
tors.

During the many years of his long
service, General Medenbach was the
driving force in establishing the high
standards of character, personal dis-
cipline, drill, ceremonies, and indi-
vidual fitness that have been the hall-
marks of military excellence at Valley
Forge.

It is with great sadness that we
mourn his passing, and our thoughts
and prayers go out to his family at this
time, as we thank him for his service.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE BLUE DOG COALITION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. ROSS) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, this evening,
on behalf of the 44 member strong fis-
cally conservative Democratic Blue
Dog coalition, I rise to spend an hour
this evening talking with you and
Members of this body about the Blue
Dog Coalition’s desire to restore fiscal
discipline and common sense to our na-
tional government.

Over the next hour, we plan as mem-
bers of the fiscally conservative Demo-
cratic Blue Dog coalition to talk on
this floor about the Blue Dog Coali-
tion’s 12-point plan for budget reform.
We plan to discuss our accountability
measures, because we believe it is time
to restore accountability, fiscal dis-
cipline, and common sense to our na-
tional government.

Before I begin the formal presen-
tation this evening, and will be joined
by other members of the Blue Dog Coa-
lition, I would like to take a moment
to recognize Sergeant Marcus Wilson.
Sergeant Wilson grew up in Dermott,
Arkansas, in southeast Arkansas, in
our congressional district back home.

This afternoon I had the honor to go
to Walter Reed Army Hospital where I
was able to sit down and visit with Ser-
geant Wilson and his wife and his son
and thank him for his service to our
country. He is there because of injuries
suffered in Iraq.

Before that he served in Afghanistan.
All of us have different ideas about
what we should be doing with this post-
war Iraq policy. But one of the things
that I believe is absolutely critical and
important is that as Members of this
Congress, and as American citizens,
that we remain united in support of
our men and women in uniform. This
evening I pay tribute to Sergeant
Marcus Wilson of Dermott, Arkansas,
and thank him for his service to our
country and pray for him as he recov-
ers from injuries he suffered in Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, I wish you could have
been with me there this afternoon in
conversations with Sergeant Wilson be-
cause he makes all Americans proud
with his attitude, his attitude of perse-
verance, his attitude of service to our
country as a soldier in the United
States Marines. Again, I pay tribute
and salute Sergeant Wilson.

Mr. Speaker, on this day my brother-
in-law leaves to go to Kyrgyzstan,
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which is the entry point for Afghani-
stan, much like Kuwait is the entry
point for Iraq, for his second mission
there. I hope that all of us will keep
him and all our troops in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and elsewhere across this
globe in our hearts and in our prayers.

Mr. Speaker, the underlying purpose
of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog
Coalition is to demand a balanced
budget in this country. Mr. Speaker, it
was not too long ago from 1998 through
2001 that we had a President named
Bill Clinton, from my native State,
from my home State, who gave us a
balanced budget.

One of the ways he did that was with
PAYGO rules in place on the floor of
the U.S. House of Representatives,
rules that the Republican leadership
threw out after they took control of
the House and Senate and the White
House in 2001, the beginning of the
107th Congress.

What we have witnessed over the
past 6 years has been absolutely stag-
gering, if not startling. We have seen
the largest deficit year after year after
year until we have accumulated the
largest debt ever in our Nation’s his-
tory.

As members of the fiscally conserv-
ative Democratic Blue Dog Coalition,
we are committed through our 12-point
plan for budget reform and through our
accountability package to restore fis-
cal discipline to our Nation’s govern-
ment.

As we begin this evening, today the
U.S. national debt is
$8,701,316,295,722.43. We ran out of room.
For every man, woman and child in
America, their share, your share of the
national debt, $29,035.60, what we refer
to as the debt tax, d-e-b-t, which is one
tax that cannot be repealed, cannot be
cut until we go away and get our Na-
tion’s fiscal house in order.

If this is not startling enough, what’s
even more alarming is the fact that our
Nation is borrowing about $1 billion a
day. On top of that, we are spending
about half a billion every day paying
interest on the debt we have already
got before it increases by another $1
billion a day. It is important that we
get our fiscal house in order, that we
return to the days of a balanced budg-
et, that we restore fiscal discipline to
our national government, because it is
about priorities.

Many of America’s priorities, hon-
oring our soldiers, giving them the re-
sources they need to get the job done,
honoring our veterans and providing
them the services that they were prom-
ised and so desperately need, especially
with this new generation of veterans
coming back from Iraq and Afghani-
stan and other parts of the world, the
priorities in education, and so many
other areas that are going unmet, half
a billion dollars a day is not going to
those priorities, they are going to sim-
ply pay interest on the debt we already
got before it increases another $1 bil-
lion just about every single day.

We want to do something about this.
We want to effect change. We are sick
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